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early, some recommend the injection of an antiseptic solution into the abscess opening, hoping to reach the seat of the diseased tissue. As a rule, home treatments are not a success, because the knife and probe must be used extensively. A disease of this nature requires the best help available, and even then may not turn out favorably.
WOUNDS
Skin or flesh wounds in farm horses are not always taken seriously and no particular effort is mada to keep them clean and free from infection. Cleanliness is absolutely essential to rapid healing of any open wound. Then, also, the use of antiseptics is much misunderstood, many thinking that the stronger the antiseptic solution the more likelihood of killing all the germs in the wound. If an antiseptic solution is too strong, actual damage may be done by the destruction of the tissues themselves as well as the germs. The best practice to follow in making up any antiseptic or disinfectant solution is to follow the directions on the label of the container. One should not mix an unknown quantity of dip or other disinfectant into any given amount of water and hope that it is right. It is just as easy to have it the proper strength.
There are several kinds of wounds; namely, cuts, punctures, lacerated or torn wounds, and bruises. Any of these wounds may become infected, discharge pus, and at times cause a general blood-poisoning. This, of course, happens more often in man than in animals.
Cut wounds
Simple cut wounds of the skin may be more serious than at first suspected. They are usually caused by some sharp-edged instrument and heal readily if kept clean and free from dust and dirt. Skin cuts may be washed with almost any warm antiseptic solution and, if located m favorable places, a cotton pack and bandage may be applied for protection.